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were few or no justices of the peace sworn but papists, •who all absconded, nor any almost as acted as deputy lieutenants ; and yet very few robberies, felonies, and not one murder, and scarce a battery, had been committed. Only some arms and horses had been seized of Eornan Catholics, and that under colour of authority.
December 28.    The prince, upon the address made to him from the Lords and the representatives of the Commons as is before mentioned, to take the government upon him until the 22nd of January next, made this answer to it, as also to other particulars relating to the revenue, the Protestant religion, and the kingdom of Ireland—that he would endeavour, according to their advice, to secure the peace of the nation till the meeting of the convention; for the meeting whereof in January next he would issue out letters to the counties and boroughs; that he would apply the revenue to the most proper uses that the present affairs required, and endeavour to put Ireland into such a condition as that the Protestant religion and the English interest might be maintained in that kingdom; and that lie would haxard himself for the laws and liberties, and the preservation of the Protestant faith at all times in these kingdoms, it being the end for which he came.
At this lime the new.s came that the King was safely •arrived in Franco, and was gone to the Queen, who was at Paris, the French King having prepared the castle of Viucennes for their Majesties' reception and entertainment, but afterwards they removed to St. Gcrmains. My Lord Tyrcormel, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, all this while continued firm to the King's interest, with a great army of papists; and iny Lord Inchiquin raised another of Protestants, and declared for the prince and the Protestant religion, having taken Londonderry and some other strong towns in that kingdom.